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According to the Nyaya and Vaisesldka systems, de-
sire and other 'gunas' are the 'visesha gunas' of a sub-
stance which is distinct from the Mahabhutas.   In these
elements desire etc., are not found; and since these gunas
are apprehended or cognised only by the mind, they are
called 'visesha gunas'. There are no 'visesha gunas' in the
elements, or in the 'dik' or in 'kala' (space and time) or in
the mind. And by a procees of elimination it is inferred
that there is a distinct substance having the gunas like de-
sire etc. Such a substance is the self.

According to the Sautrantika school of Buddhism,
there is the appearance of the reflection of the objects in
the 'samvedana', and this requires its 'bimba' near by.
The bimba is reflected in soumething other than itself. And
from the reflected face in the mirror, we infer the face is
outside the mirror. From the redness in the crystal we in-
fer a red object is near by.   Hence objects are always in-
ferred*

It is with reference to these three views that the Pra-
bhakara maintains that ^he subject (pramata), the object
(prameya) and the means of cognition (pramana) are all
immediate (aparoksha)'.

If these systems say.that though the self is immediately
apprehended, we require inference to present it clearly, we
have no quarrel with them. But if they say that the exis-
tence of the self can only be inferred, then this conflicts
with the immediacy of the self, just as it conflicts also with
the immediacy of the objects.

The Sautrantika argues that the objects are only infer-
red. If the objects are apprehended directly in the infer-